Chronic active hepatitis following splenectomy for autoimmune thrombocytopenia.
Two patients with immune thrombocytopenic purpura underwent splenectomy following the failure of steroid therapy. In neither patient was there evidence of liver disease prior to the splenectomy. Both had autoimmune parameters before the operation. They both received blood compounds; one patient remained negative for hepatitis B surface antigen (HBsAg) and antibodies, and the other had anti-HBs and anti-HBc. Antibodies for hepatitis C virus were found in both patients. In the two patients hepatitis developed 4 and 6 weeks, respectively, following splenectomy, and liver biopsies performed 6 months and 2 years post splenectomy revealed chronic active hepatitis. The relationship between the two disorders is discussed and a possible role of the splenectomy in the development of chronic active hepatitis in these two cases is suggested.